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Introduction

Over the past 3 decades the Greater Snow goose population has increased dramatically to
nearly 1 million birds. The AF Greater Snow Goose Management Plan (AFC 2009) calls for a
population goal of 500,000 to 750,000 birds to bring the birds in balance with their natural
habitats and associated biodiversity and reduce crop damage on wintering and staging areas.

Concern surrounding the overabundance of snow and Ross’s goose populations and the
problems associated with high populations of these birds prompted the U. S Fish and Wildlife
Service (USFWS) to develop a Light Goose Environmental Impact Statement (USFWS 2007)
aimed at addressing the overabundance of light geese. The FEIS recommended federal
regulations be modified to allow for additional hunting methods to increase harvest rates on
greater snow geese and Ross’ geese.

On November 5, 2008 the USFWS published a final rule (Federal Register 73:215)
implementing a Conservation Order for light geese which included allowing the use of special
hunting methods to increase the harvest of light geese across the country. Pennsylvania elected
to participate in the 2009 Light Goose Conservation Season and state regulations were amended
by the Board of Commissioners in January 2009 to allow the use of electronic calls and extended
hunting hours (to ¥ after sunset ).

Methods

Season dates for the conservation season were March 11 - April 1, 2009 with daily bag
limit of 15 geese and no possession limit. Additional hunting methods allowed included the use
of electronic calls and expanded hunting hours (1/2 hour after sunset). Hunters were required to
obtain a free Snow Goose Conservation Permit either online or by mail. Along with the permit,
hunters were required to possess a general hunting license, migratory game bird license and a
federal duck stamp (for those 16 or older). Mandatory reporting of harvest and hunter activity
was required of all hunters even if they did not hunt and harvest reports were due within 30 days
of the close of the snow goose conservation season.

On June 4, we sent a reminder mailing to those individuals that failed to send in their
harvest reports. Because of the high response rate (88.5%) we did not conduct an additional
survey of non-respondents to estimate their harvest.

Results and Discussion

We issued 3,276 permits to hunters to participate in the 2009 Snow Goose Conservation
Season. Ninety-six percent of the permits were issued to hunters using the online permit
registration method. We received 1,397 reports (42.6% reporting rate) by May 30. After the



reminder letter was mailed out on June 4 we received an additional 1,503 reports increasing the
total reports received to 2,900 and the reporting rate to 88.5%. Online reporting was very
popular, with 90.8% of the reports received via this reporting method.

Of the 2,900 reports received 1,176, (40.5%) indicated they did not hunt at all during the
conservation season. Of the 1,724 individuals that indicated they hunted during the conservation
season their total retrieved harvest was 5,903 (Table 1). The additional hunting methods of
extended hours and electronic calls resulted in a harvest of 736 and 1,522 geese, respectively.
Total hunter days were 3,840 and the number of geese killed per hunter day was 1.5.

The harvest during the Conservation season was significant when compared to the 2008-
09 regular snow goose season harvest in Pennsylvania of 10,000, as estimated by the USFWS
(Raftovich 2009). The Atlantic Flyway states harvested 57,700 snow geese during the 2008-09
regular season, so Pennsylvania’s total snow goose harvest (regular and conservation season
combined) accounted for 27% of the total regular season flyway harvest. Harvest estimates from
other Atlantic Flyway states participating in the snow goose conservation order are not yet
available. Use of electronic calls accounted for 25.7% of the snow geese taken, while extended
hunting hours had less effect, with only 12% of the total geese taken after sunset.

It appears the conservation season was successful in providing additional recreational
opportunity on an overabundant species and achieving a significant level of harvest that will aid
in reducing the greater snow goose population.
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Table 1. Number of permits issued, reports received, hunter days and number of geese taken by

hunting method during the 2009 Snow Goose Conservation Season in Pennsylvania.

Permits | Reports | Number | Days Geese Geese Geese Geese
Issued received | of Hunted | Shot & Shot & | Shot Shot
Hunters Retrieved | Lost after with
sunset e’calls
3,276 2,900 1,724 3,840 5,903 317 736 1,522




Appendix 1. Snow Goose Conservation Season Permit
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This site was designed to work with Internet Explorer or Netscape Navigator (release 6.1 and above).

2009 PA Snow Goose Permit

Snow Goose Permits are valid from 3/11/2009 to 4/1/2009.

After completing your permit request, a confirmation page will be displayed which contains
a snow goose PRINT PERMIT button, Selecting the button will generate a permit to be
sent to your local printer.

If you experienced printer problems with a previous permit and need to reprint it, please
click here.

NOTE: This web site was designed for YOU to print the permit on YOUR printer.

WHEN YOU GET TO THE CONFIRMATION PAGE,
YOU MUST PRINT THE PERMIT ON YOUR LOCAL PRINTER!

A permit will NOT be mailed to you.
2009 Snow Goose Permit
*Required fields below are marked with an asterisk.

[] Check here if this is not a U.S. address. (Do NOT check this box if using an APO/FPO,
Puerto Rico, or a Virgin Islands address)

Name *Last *First MI  Suffix
Address *Street Address Line
“City *Stte  *Zip Code
Check here if you are not a *PA County Of Residence
Pennsylvania resident: [

If your country does not appear in the 'Country' list, please enter
it in 'Other Country'

*Country Other Country
Telephone Number
*Date of Birth
Personal Info s I .
/ /
E-mail Address

mhtml:file://C:\Documents and Settings\johdunn\My Documents\Docs\Snow Geese\Sno...  07/15/2009

Appendix 2 Snow Goose Conservation Season Harvest Report



INSTRUCTIONS:

1. Keep a daily record of your goose hunting during the snow goose conservation
season on the field record form.

2. At the end of the season, report the results by completing either the online harvest
report form at  www.pgc.state.pa.us or by mailing the completed harvest
report card. (Attached)

3. Report even if you did not hunt during this season.

4. Failure to report by April 15, 2008 may result in loss of eligibility to participate for
the 2009 snow goose conservation season. ! e e e e e e ——
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*Snow Goose Field Record | *Snow Goose Report Card

Check if you did not hunt during Snow Goose Conservation Season: [l Check it you did not hunt during Snow Goose Conservation Season: []
— ==

L Number of Geese™: S ERae Number of Geese™:
- Check if the || ¥2 hour prior to § Sunset until /2 | B Check if the || ¥2 hour prior to § Sunset until 2
i 008 conditions sunrise until hour after | 008 conditions sunrise until hour after
below apply sunset sunset | below apply sunset sunset
Hunted| 5 - | Hunted| 5 = »
T 1332l 8 [858] B | 851 szl 8 [ 28] B | &8
z 2lolsls8s| 3 (23] 8 |33V % Slo8l5885l 8 |33 § | 33
38 Si2I2[282] & o3 [is} o318 SlZIPL|E82] & a3 o o3
Tue 3/11 jTue 3/11
Weataiag ok : " | Wed a/izf
Thu 3/13 ;Thu 3/13
Fri. 3/14 G Fri 3/14)
Sat _3/15 (Sat_3/15
Mon_3/17§ Mon 3/17 | B
Sat__3/22
Mon_3/24, . G M
Tue 3/25
Wed 3/26§ IWed 3/26§ |
Thu 3/27 | Thu 3727
Fri 3/28| (|Ef 8/28 |
Sat__3/29 |Sat_ 3/29
Tue 4N JTue 4/1 |
Record only the geese lost or retrieved by YOU personally. _mmooa only the geese lost or retrieved by YOU personally.

*Snow geese also includes Ross' and Blue geese.
BEND ALONG PERFORATIONS BEFORE SEPARATING

*Snow geese also includes Ross' and Blue geese.

(DOCUMENT IS NOT LEGAL UNTIL SIGNED HERE BY ISSUEE)

This document is hereby issued to the owner of the

resources.
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manage Pennsylvania's waterfow!

MAIL THE
ATTACHED REPORT
CARD BY
APRIL 15, 2008

hunting the game specified on the front of this card, this
Retain this card for your records. This is your proof of
having been issued this document.

BUREAU OF WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT (717) 787-5529

backtag number listed on the face of this card. While
card must be possessed by the hunter at all times.
Issued by: PENNSYLVANIA GAME COMMISSION




