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Introduction

Over the past 3 decades the Greater Snow goose poptlasamcreasedramaticallyto
nearly 1 million birds.The AF Greater Snow Goose Magement Plan (AFC 2009) calls for a
population goal of 50,000 to 750,000 bird$o bring the birds in balance with their natural
habitats and associated biodiversity and reduce crop damage on wintering and staging areas.

Concern surrounding the overabundae of snow and Ro0osSs06S QgoOS
problems associated with high populations of these birds promptéed g&ish and Wildlife
Service(USFWS to develop a Light Goose Environmental Impact Statement (USFWS 2007)
aimed at addressing the oveuadance of light geese. The FEE&ommended federal
regulatiors be modified to allow foraddtional hunting method$o increasénarvest rates on
greatersnowg e e s e ageese. Ros s 6

OnNovembers, 2008 theUSFWSpublished a final rule (Federal Regist&:215)
implementing a&ConservatiorOrder forlight geesavhich included allowing the use of special
hunting methods to increase the harvest of light gaesess the country. Pennsylvania elected
to participatein the 2009 Light Goos€onservatiorSeasn and stateegulationsvere amended
by the Board oCommissionere January 2009 tallow the use of electronic calls and extended
huntinghours(to Y2aftersunse.

Methods

Season dates for the conservation season were Marchptil 1, 2009 withdaily bag
limit of 15 geese and no possession lirAdditional huntingmethods allowed included the use
of electronic calls and expanded hunting hours (1/2 hour after sudsetgrs were required to
obtain a free Snow Goose Conservation Permit eithi@reoor by mail Along with the permit,
hunters were required to possess a general hunting license, migratory game bird license and a
federal duckstamp (for those 16 or older). avidatory reporting of harvest and hurdetivity
was requred of all huntes even if they did not hunt and harvest reports were due within 30 days
of the close of thenowgooseconservatiorseason.

On June 4, & sent a reminder mailing to those individuals that failed td setheir
harvest reportsBecause of the high nesnse rateg8.5%) we did not conduct additional
survey of norrespondentto estimate theiharvest.

Results and Discussion

We issued,276 permits to hunters participatein the2009 SnowGooseConservation
SeasonNinety-six percent othe permitsvereissuedio hunters using thenline permit
registration methodNe receivedl,397reports(42.6% reporting rateby May 30. After the



reminderletter was maileduton June 4 wereceivedan additional 503 reports increasing the
total reports received 8,900 andhereporting rate t&8.3%6. Online reporting wasery
populat with 90.8%o0f the reportseceivedvia this reporting method.

Of the 2,900reports received,176,(40.8%) indicated they did not hustt allduring the
conservatiorseason. Of th&,724 individuals that indicated they hunted during the conservation
seasortheir totalretrievedharvest was 5,90 able 1) The additional hunting methods of
extended hours and electronic calls resulted in a harvest of 736 and 1,522e3pestively
Total hunterdays were3,840 and the number of geese killed per hunter day was 1.5.

The harvest during the Conservation season was signifideericompared tahe 2008
09regular snow goose seaduarvestin Pennsylvaniaf 10,000 asestimated by the USFWS
(Raftovich2009) The Atlantic Flyway states harvested 57,700 snow geese during the(2008
regular season, so Pennsylvé@niatal snow goose harvest (regular and conservation season
combined accounted foR7% of the totaregular seasoftyway harvestHarvest estimatefrom
other Atlantic Flyway states participating in the snow goose conservation order are not yet
available Use of electronic calls accounted for 25.7% of the snow geese taken, while extended
hunting hours had less effeatith only 12% of theiotal gee® taken after sunset.

It appears the conservation season was successful in providing additional recreational
opportunityon anoverabundant species aachievinga significantlevel of harvest that will aid
in reducing the greater snow goose population.
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Table 1. Number of permits issued, reports received, hunter days and number of geese taken by

hunting method during the 2009 Snow Goose Conservation Season gylRania.

Permits | Reports | Number | Days Geese Geese | Geese | Geese
Issued | received| of Hunted | Shot & Shot & | Shot Shot
Hunters Retrieved| Lost after with
sunset |ebca
3,276 2,900 1,724 3,840 5,903 317 736 1,522
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This site was designed to work with Internet Explorer or Netscape Navigator (release 6.1 and above).

2009 PA Snow Goose Permit

Snow Goose Permits are valid from 3/11/2009 to 4/1/2009.

After completing your permit request, a confirmation page will be displayed which contains
a snow goose PRINT PERMIT button, Selecting the button will generate a permit to be
sent to your local printer.

If you experienced printer problems with a previous permit and need to reprint it, please
click here.

NOTE: This web site was designed for YOU to print the permit on YOUR printer.

WHEN YOU GET TO THE CONFIRMATION PAGE,
YOU MUST PRINT THE PERMIT ON YOUR LOCAL PRINTER!

A permit will NOT be mailed to you.
2009 Snow Goose Permit
*Required fields below are marked with an asterisk.

[] Check here if this is not a U.S. address. (Do NOT check this box if using an APO/FPO,
Puerto Rico, or a Virgin Islands address)

Name *Last *First MI  Suffix
Address *Street Address Line
“City *Stte  *Zip Code
Check here if you are not a *PA County Of Residence
Pennsylvania resident: [

If your country does not appear in the 'Country' list, please enter
it in 'Other Country'

*Country Other Country
Telephone Number
*Date of Birth
Personal Info s SO .
/ /
E-mail Address
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Appendix 2 Snow Goose Conservation Season Harvest Report






